New Leader Newsletter Nov. – Dec. 2018
We hope by now that your troop has been formed and that you are meeting regularly as
a group. Please reach out to your parents to make sure that you have a co-leader and a
cookie manager for your troop. You should not be doing it all on your own. If you need
help, please contact your Community Engagement Manager.

Have you tried signing up for a council event?

There are a lot of great council events that can help you make the most of the Girl Scout
experience. Go to the Girl Events and Adult Learning section of our website where you
can find all the listings of program activities that your troop will enjoy. This is also where
you will find learning opportunities for your troop leadership. You might try to select two
or three events that fit within the troop’s schedule and budget and let the girls choose
one that they want to do as a troop.

Cookie Season is just around the corner.

During the month of December, most service units will have cookie training at their
leader meetings. We hope that you and your troop cookie manager can both attend
those trainings. As the leader, you may not be handling the cookies for the troop, but
you still might be asked questions. There are on-line training modules that will take you
step by step through the entire cookie season. Your service unit cookie manager can
help you with any questions that you might have.

Helpful Hints are in the Volunteer Toolkit

There are a lot of valuable resources on the Volunteer Toolkit. Check out the
information under the Cookie Program section. It has GSUSA Cookie FAQs, practical
tips for parents, and requirements for the cookie activity pin. These resources can
definitely help you as you approach cookie season.

With the Holiday Season Upon Us…

Giving back to your community has always been a great tradition of Girl Scouting.
Service projects are a great way to show your community how much girls care. These
projects to do not have to be large in scale or take a long time to accomplish. As simple
as a food item collection within the troop to give to a local pantry or sending Christmas
cards to a nursing home are great service projects. Use the Random Acts of Kindness
Calendar below to draw some inspiration. You can do one, a few, or all!

Monthly Challenges

1.)

Has your troop participated in a council event? Sharing your experience is a
great networking tool at leader meetings.

2.) Did your troop participate in Fall Product Program? How did the girls decide to
use the money?

3.) Did your troop choose a service project? The holiday season is a great time for
girls to learn about giving back to the community.

